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� 4.0  BUILDING SETTLEMENTS, TOWNS AND CITIES  

�

 

The official train leaves Central Railway Station af ter the opening ceremony on 4 August 
1906. SRONSW (SRNSW Series 17420). 

� 4.1 Towns, suburbs and villages 

This state theme covers activities associated with creating, planning and managing urban 
functions, landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages. It is concerned with 
how Australia became one of the world's most urbanised societies and our focus is on the 
role of railways in shaping these settlement patterns. As noted in Chapter 3, the political 
imperative for railways in NSW initially came from the perceived need to open up the 
inland for settlement. 

The impact of railways on towns, suburbs and villages was two fold: for inland 
settlements prosperity and growth depended on whether the railway linked them with the 
wider world or bypassed them; while for established coastal centres, the railway boosted 
their role as an entrepot of trade and ultimately facilitated their growth into metropolises.  
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As outlined in Chapter 3, the NSW railways were pushed inland to serve pastoral 
interests and to funnel rural produce to Sydney  or Newcastle . As each new section was 
opened, the settlement at the temporary terminus suddenly became a busy centre as 
horse or bullock teams carried supplies from the railway yard to all the settlements 
beyond and returned with wool, minerals and other produce. Then the arrival of railway 
gangs to extend the line to the next town provided a final flutter before the town returned 
to slumber.1 Generally, only larger towns, such as Goulburn , Bathurst ; Dubbo  and 
Tamworth , received a sustainable boost from the arrival of the railway. 

The impact on those towns bypassed by the railway was more profound. Carcoar , 
established in 1839, was the major administrative and commercial centre for the vast 
areas west of Bathurst, but when the railway bypassed the town in favour of Blayney in 
1876, it suffered a steep economic decline. Although it gained connection to the rail 
network via a branch line in 1888, Carcoar had already been overtaken as a commercial 
centre by Blayney and Orange .  

The power of the railway to shape settlement was more dramatically demonstrated by the 
extension of the Great Western Railway  from Dubbo  to Bourke . Once the line reached 

                                                 
1 Blainey, Geoffrey, 1966, p. 237. 


